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The BARSC Board has agreed that, subject to contrac t, the 2008/9 BARSC Championships will 

be held in Petzen in Carinthia, Austria (nearest ai rport Klagenfurt). Discussions are ongoing and 

the race dates will be announced as soon as possibl e.  

 

It is hoped that a firm announcement will be made a t the British Children’s Championships (or 

soon after) so that clubs, training groups and fami lies can make firm arrangements. Please do 

not commit to transport or accommodation until arra ngements  are finalised.  

 

Normally the BARSC Championships move every 3-4 yea rs in order to give racers the 

opportunity to complete on different slopes in diff erent countries much as they will when 

progressing to FIS races.  They were originally held in Les Menuires in 2005/6  but the races in 

2006/7 were severely affected by the unusually warm  weather and partially relocated to Val 

Thorens. They returned to Les Menuires for 2007/8 a nd anticipated returning in 2008/9 and 

possibly 2009/10. However, in view of BARSC’s infor mal policy a substantial number of resorts 

were approached in France, Switzerland, Italy and A ustria. Of the resorts approached only Les 

Menuires & Les Deux Alpes in France and Petzen & Kü htai in Austria indicated that they might 

be able to accommodate the Championships over the N ew Year period. Meetings with Kühtai 

and Les Deux Alpes showed that they would not have the accommodation required in that week. 

That left Les Menuires and Petzen as options with L es Menuires as the favoured resort. 

 

Unfortunately, the behaviour of certain athletes, c lubs and coaches during the 2007/8 

Championships meant that the Les Menuires authoriti es were unwilling to commit to hosting the 

BARSC Championships in 2008/2009. To date there has  been no agreement with them. Although 

the Club des Sports are willing to host the Champio nships again the issue is with the 

gendarmerie and the security. The BARSC Board felt that there were substantial risks of 

continuing the negotiation with Les Menuires as  

 

1)    There might be no possibility of coming to an  agreement and there would be no 

championships in 2008/9 or 

2) If there was an agreement, BARSC could not guara ntee that there would be no repetition of 

the behaviour that led to the current position. If the behaviour was repeated there was a 

substantial risk that the resort would cancel the e vent immediately. 
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That left Petzen as the only option available. None  of the above should lead to the conclusion 

that Petzen is second best. The slopes are ideal fo r the races, both Junior FIS and British 

children; the resort is prepared to support the eve nt with substantial numbers of personnel in a 

way that has not been possible in France; training pistes will be available; the geography will 

ensure that there is a good quality of internationa l racers for our athletes to test themselves 

against; travel times between accommodation and slo pes will be longer than in many French 

resorts, however no longer than many clubs already undertake when they choose to stay in the 

cheaper accommodation in the valley; accommodation,  food and lift passes for clubs should be 

substantially cheaper than in France.  

The Board recognised that there are issues about ac cess to the resort. It is 850 miles from 

Calais, or about 13 hours by car, but this is nearl y all on motorway and the travel time is 

probably no more than an hour longer than Bormio, i f that. There are at least 3 airports from the 

UK within 1.5 hours, including one 40 minutes away and a further 3 within 2.5-3 hours, and for 

athletes coming by plane there will be intra villag e transport. The closest airports are Klagenfurt 

(Ryanair) and Ljubljana (easyJet).  


